NEVER GIVE UP HOPE
Apr-Jun 2022, Issue 2 Volume 11

SUPPORT | ADVOCACY | EDUCATION
NAMI Rome, 3 Central Plaza, Box 317 Rome, GA 30161
www.namiromega.org | namiromega@gmail.com | 706.506.5010

Your Story Matters, Part 2
In our last newsletter we underscored the clout of personal stories in changing the
minds of decision makers, specifically Georgia’s legislators as they grappled with
sweeping changes to mental health. Congratulations to those who held signs on the
steps of the capitol as well as those who sent a canned email to their state legislator.
Simply, you took time to make your story heard. It worked, HB 1013 passed. This is
what advocacy is all about. You may ask, what’s next?
NAMI Georgia and other behavioral health organizations continue meeting to work on
the issues not addressed in HB 1013 and monitor the implementation of the bill.
Ways to get involved:
1. Read HB 73, all 73 pages or at least skim them. You can find it at this link:
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/61365, which you may bookmark as it
contains a wealth of information about Georgia’s legislators and legislation.
2. Read NAMI Georgia’s 2022 legislative priorities, which is found on their website
at this link: https://namiga.org/take-action/nami-georgia-policy-objectives/, which
is under the Advocacy tab.
3. Click here https://namiga.quorum.us/ to sign up and receive state and federal
legislative alerts. This site is a great communication tool.
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4. Take NAMI Smarts Module 1, Telling Your Story. NAMI Smarts is a series of
practical workshops where you’ll write a short and concise story to present to a
decision maker.

Learning About Mental Illness

Spring 2022 classes shown

We’re taking reservations for NAMI’s flagship courses, Family-to-Family and Peer-toPeer, which we offer twice each year. The fall classes begin on Sunday, September
11 and will meet for eight Sunday afternoon sessions at the NAMI Rome trailer.
Contact Bonnie Moore (706-506-8314) for more information and registration.

Ending the Silence is 50-minute presentation for middle and high school students
where the students learn about mental health conditions through a short presentation,
videos, and a personal testimony. NAMI Rome hopes to train more presenters,
especially young adults who experience mental health conditions when in school.
NAMI Georgia hosts a virtual training on July 31. If you are interested in being trained
or bringing ETS to a school contact us at 706-506-5010.
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In Our Own Voice is a one-hour presentation which features a person who is living
with a mental illness and is in recovery. Jamie Griffin is NAMI Rome’s only trained
presenter and she often tells her story during a Crisis Intervention Training class. IOOV
is appropriate for just about any setting. Perhaps you know of a group that would be
interested in an IOOV presentation. Let us know.
We’d like to have additional presenters. NAMI Georgia is hosting a virtual training on
July 31. If you are interested in becoming an IOOV presenter contact us at 706-5065010,

Look What We Got

In January NAMI Rome applied for and was a recipient of a $5500 grant from NAMI to
be used to enhance our media and outreach. We immediately purchased large screen
tvs, laptops, and other devices to bring both sides of the trailer into the 21st Century.
We can’t wait to show them off to students in our fall classes. But wait just a minute!
We are moving our Connection Recovery Support Group and Family Support
Group meetings to the trailer on August 1. The trailer is located on the grounds of
Highland Rivers Health Crisis Stabilization Unit, 1 Woodbine Avenue, Rome, GA
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30165. Park on the back row (away from the building). The FSG meets in the first
room of the trailer and the CSG meets in the second room. The location is below.

.

July, National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month
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988 Going Live

Starting on July 16, anyone will be able to call 9-8-8. It is designed to meet the rising
needs of mental health, substance abuse disorders and suicide interventions across the
country. Callers will be connected to a trained staff member who can help address
immediate needs and connect the callers to care resources. Calls will be routed to
Georgia’s Crisis and Access Line, which has been active for several years.

NAMIWalks 2022

 NAMIWalks Georgia, Saturday October 15.
o Atlanta, at the Capitol (Liberty Plaza, southeast of the Capitol). Parking on
your own.
o 9:00 Check In, 10:00 Opening Ceremony, 10:30 Walk (see route map
below).
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 Join NAMI Rome’s team and help us reach our $6000 goal.
o Register at this link: https://www.namiwalks.org/team/51295
 Or make your own team. For example, Rome Circuit Mental Health Court
created a team. Your group can follow suit.
o Go to www.namiwalks.org/georgia and click on Register and follow
directions to register yourself and create a team.

Here’s What We’ve Been Up To
 Bobby Fleck made two presentations at Ringgold and Lakeview Fort O High
Schools to over 2000 students in April and one to Elizabeth Lee UM Church.
 Bonnie Moore gave a presentation about NAMI at Pleasant Valley North Baptist
Church. Several attendees made personal donations followed up by a kind gift
from the church.
 Bonnie Moore hosted a two-day Introduction to Behavioral Health and Addictive
Diseases class for GA Northwestern Technical College faculty and staff in May.
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 Bonnie Moore and Jamie Griffin gave Family and Consumer Perspectives at
three Crisis Intervention Team trainings in Floyd, Gordon, and Pickens Counties.
 May was Mental Health Awareness Month. In addition of screening the movie
Inside Out, NAMI Rome’s Facebook page was packed with mental health
postings. We recently went over 1175 Likes. Visit the page at
www.facebook.com/namiromegeorgia and be sure to like us.
 Beckie Hawkins and Bonnie & Jim Moore attended an overview of HB 1013
conducted by members of Georgia’s Behavioral Health Coalition including Kim
Jones, NAMI GA Executive Director (far right). GA Representative Katie
Dempsey also attended.

 Bonnie Moore spoke at the June Rome Circuit Mental Health Court graduation.
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 Reorganizing NAMI Rome is still being discussed by the board of directors.

On the Agenda
 July is National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month.
o Watch for postings on NAMI Rome’s social media sites: Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.
o We’re planning an educational event on July 25; details to follow.
 Both support groups move to the NAMI Rome trailer, 1 Woodbine Avenue, on
August 1st.
 Family-to-Family and Peer-to-Peer classes start on Sunday, September 11 and
there are spaces available. Contact Bonnie Moore, 706-232-4607 for more
information.
 The first week in October is Mental Illness Awareness Week.
o We plan to have our annual candlelight service on Tuesday, October 4 at a
local church.
o Berry College and NAMI Rome are planning a depression screening event
at Berry on October 6.

Tidbits
 Lookout Mountain Community Services is now Bridge Health
(www.bridgecsb.org). It serves the four northwest Georgia counties.
 If you shop at Kroger or Amazon, why not set up an account where NAMI Rome
receives a percentage of your purchase.
 Treatment Advocacy Center (TAC) provides information about Assisted
Outpatient Treatment (AOT), www.treatmentadvocacycenter.org.
 Several people from Georgia were featured in a NAMI video as part of the 2022
NAMI Conference (https://vimeo.com/722320438/90eb18b075)
 NAMI’s 2021 Annual Report (https://www.nami.org/NAMI/media/NAMIMedia/PDFs/Financials/2021-NAMI-Annual-Report.pdf)
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NAMI Rome Info Corner
NAMI Rome 2022 Board of Directors
President: Bonnie Moore

CRISIS HOTLINE – 24 hour Georgia Crisis and
Access Line, operated by Behavioral Health Link
and sponsored by the state: 1-800-715-4225

Vice President: Carolyn McFry
Secretary: Valencia Stonewall

WARM LINE – 24 hour state-funded, consumerdirected resource for anyone struggling with mental
health issues: 1-888-945-1414

Treasurer: Beckie Hawkins
Members: Linda Blankenship and Wendie Storey
As a non-profit corporation (501c3), NAMI Rome
complies with US and Georgia statutes.
Contributions may qualify as a charitable deduction
for federal income tax purposes. Donors should
consult with their tax advisors or the IRS to
determine whether a contribution is deductible.
That being said, NAMI Rome is able to accomplish
its mission through kind contributions from the
community.

NAMI –NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental
Illness, is the nation’s largest grassroots mental
health organization dedicated to building better
lives for the millions of Americans affected by
mental illness.
NAMI Rome is your local affiliate of the national
organization. Please contact, visit or join us in our
effort to erase the stigma surrounding mental
illness.

JOIN NAMI Rome Today!

NAMI Rome may be contacted at:
E-Mail namiromega@gmail.com Phone 706-5065010

Your membership supports NAMI with its work
improving the lives of persons with mental illness.

Website

Joining NAMI Rome automatically enrolls you in
NAMI Georgia and NAMI.

www.namiromega.org

ANNUAL DUES

Facebook

Family Membership $60
Regular Member $40
Open Door Member $5

www.facebook.com/namiromegeorgia
Twitter

You may join online or by mail/or in person. Visit
NAMI Rome website and follow instructions:

www.twitter.com/romenami
http://www.namiromega.org/join-nami.html
Instagram
www.instagram.com/namiromega

